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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Scottish Court Service 

1. I refer to the call for evidence in relation to the above, to which I respond on 

behalf of the Scottish Court Service (“the SCS”). In particular, I would wish to 

comment on the provisions contained in Part 7 of the Bill in relation to Corporate 

Parenting. 

2. The Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008 created the SCS as a judicially-led 

body responsible for the provision of administrative support to the Scottish courts 

and the judiciary. The inclusion of the SCS as a corporate parent in Schedule 3 

of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill and the requirement contained 

in section 58 for corporate parents to comply with the directions of Scottish 

Ministers appears to be inconsistent with the independence of the SCS as 

provided by the 2008 Act. 

3. It is our understanding that the concept of corporate parenting is not extended to 

individual judicial office holders who are the persons responsible for making 

decisions in Scottish courts which affect the lives of looked after children. We 

think this is the correct approach and have considered the inclusion of the SCS 

as relating purely to the corporate body of the SCS charged with administrative 

functions. However, we would suggest that the responsibilities of corporate 

parents, as set out in section 52 of the bill, are inconsistent with the 

independence of this administrative function. I would further note that the 

responsibilities of the SCS in engaging with children and young people are 

restricted to its functions of providing administrative support for the courts and 

the judiciary, including providing a suitable environment and accommodation for 

cases coming to court. 

4. Notwithstanding this, the SCS will continue to collaborate with local authorities 

under Part 3 of the Bill in the provision of a suitable court environment for 

children and young people who attend.  

5. I hope these views are of assistance to you. If you require any further information 

at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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